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Lynching of the Barber Brothers 
 
The Barber Brothers were captured and 
lynched in Iowa in 1883.  Governor 
Buren Sherman had offered a reward 
for the capture and conviction of 
William (Bill) and Isaac (Ike) Barber.  
The brothers were suspected of 
shooting and killing Marion Shepherd, 
the Westfield Township constable who 
had been deputized by the sheriff of 
Fayette County to arrest Ike and Bill for stealing a horse and cart.   
 
After the Barber brothers were apprehended and incarcerated, they were 
dragged from the jail at Waverly, Iowa, and hanged by a mob of citizens.  
Because the brothers were hanged, the reward was not paid to the 
individuals who helped in their 
capture.  The 20th General Assembly 
passed a bill compensating those 
responsible for the capture of the 
Barber brothers. 
 
In 1890, the 23rd General Assembly 
appropriated $200 to the parents of 
George Henry Karsting.*  Mr. 
Karsting had never collected the 
money appropriated by the 20th 
General Assembly because he was 
shot by one of the Barber Brothers while assisting in their arrest and died 
soon afterward.      

 

Pieces of Iowa’s Past, published by the Iowa State Capitol Tour Guides weekly during the Legislative 
Session, features historical facts about Iowa, the Capitol, and the early workings of state government.  
All italicized text/block quotes in this document are taken directly from historical publications with the 
actual spelling, punctuation, and grammar retained. 
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Iowa Billbooks Chapter 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Iowa Laws 
 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/iactc/20.1/CH0003.pdf
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House File 400 
 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/shelves/billbooks/23GA/HF%200400.pdf


Pieces of Iowa’s Past 
January 30, 2019 4      
 

 

 
The Iowa State Register (Des Moines, Polk County, Iowa) 

Wednesday, June 6, 1883 – Page 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newspapers 
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Progress Review (La Porte City, Black Hawk County, Iowa) 
Thursday, June 14, 1883 – Page 4 
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The Perry Daily Chief (Perry, Dallas County, Iowa) 
Friday, June 15, 1883 – Page 2 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Main newspaper text: 
 
If an order can be obtained from the Governor, they will be taken to the Anamosa Penitentiary for safe keeping. 
 
At 11o’clock to-night word comes that the mob at Waverly is attacking the jail with crowbars, pickaxes and all 
kinds of weapons, trying to effect an entrance.  If the mob gets hold of the Barbers, they will be strung up at short 
notice. 

The Latest — Hung by a Mob 
Dubuque, June 8 — The “Herald’s” special from Waverly says the Barber boys were taken from jail by a mob at 
11:30 to-night and hung to a tree, half mile east of the jail.  The mob was composed of men from Fayette county, 
and were led by a brother of Marion Shepherd, whom the Barbers killed last fall.  The sheriff refused to give up the 
keys, and the mob battered down the doors with sledge hammers, and after a short delay brought the criminals out 
with a rope around their necks.  The boys did not flinch a particle and did not even plead for mercy during the whole 
ordeal. 
 
 
Main Article:  Annals of Iowa 
 
*In House File 400, the spelling of this name is listed as “Kresting.”  In the Iowa Code, it is 
listed as “Kersting.”  In the article published in the Annals of Iowa, it is spelled “Karsting.” 
 

https://ir.uiowa.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=7864&context=annals-of-iowa

